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Teutonic Mythology. By Viktor Rydberg, Ph. D., Member of the 
Swedish Academy ; author of " The Last Athenian," " Roman Days," 
and other works. Authorized translation from the Swedish by Rasmus 
B. Anderson, LL. D., United States Minister to Denmark, author of 
" Norse Mythology," " Viking Tales of the North," etc. London : Swan, 
Sonnenschein & Co., Paternoster Square. 1889. 8vo, pp. xii., 706. 

This is intended to make the first volume of an extended work. The 
English title suggests comparison with the great work of Grimm, translated 
under the same appellation. Rydberg's book, however, is not like Grimm's, 
an encyclopedia of popular belief, ancient and modern, but on the contrary 
a critical and reconstructive discussion of Norse poems and sagas. The 
scope of the undertaking would therefore have been better indicated, had 
the original designation been retained, namely, "Investigations in Germanic 
Mythology, Part I.," under which title it appeared at Stockholm in 1886. 
Not, however, that there is any objection to the substitution of " Teutonic " 
for "Germanic." 

The peculiar position of the author is indicated in two introductory chap- 
ters entitled, "The Ancient Aryans," and " Mediaeval Migration Sagas." 
Wherever may have been the cradle of the Aryan race, he considers that 
in the stone age there must have been, in Central or Northern Europe, a 
common home of the Aryan European people, then consisting of several 
tribes, of whom the Teutons lived farthest to the north. This ancient 
Teutondom, he thinks, had its seat in Scandinavia, where the original race- 
type is best preserved. Memories of this origin he finds preserved in mi- 
gration legends, and in the creation-myth, according to which the Asa-gods 
created the original human pair from trees. That this myth is localized in 
the south of the peninsula indicates the primitive centre. From legends 
he constructs an account of origins ; the first ancestor, the Scyld of Beowulf, 
Heimdal of the Norse poems, rather Aryan than German, represents the 
primeval age of gold ; his grandson, Halfdan, Rydberg identifies with the 
Mannus of Tacitus, as the forefather of the Teutons. The paradisaical 
period is interfered with ; Loke (as Rydberg spells the name), foe of the gods, 
contrives to excite enmity between these and the sons of Ivalde, a mythical 
race of semi-divine artificers, resembling the Ribhus of the Rigveda, imper- 
sonations of the natural generative forces. This quarrel has for its result a 
disastrous period of cold and deadly winters. With this period of cold 
are connected the Teutonic migration myths ; the writer seems, though he 
does not expressely say so, to regard the legend as representative of an 
actual cosmic fact. The Asa-gods are thus banished from their original 
dwelling ; after a time the myth represents an attempt as made to recover 
the primitive Teutonic home from the powers of frost who had possessed it, 
and this is expressed in a war between two divine races, the Asas and the 
Vans, to which corresponds, in the human sphere, a struggle between East 
and West Teutons, represented as the sons of Mannus or Halfdan. 

This mention of the manner of procedure of the writer will be enough to 
show that the book belongs to the class of essays, and not to that of collec- 
tions. The assumption underlying the discussion is a bold one. To sup- 
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pose that the mythology of the Teutonic races, as they existed presumably 
thousands of years before the dawn of history, can be reconstructed from 
songs and stories recorded (in Iceland) in the twelfth century, none of which 
songs and stories, in their present form, are older than the ninth century, 
is to adopt an hypothesis which presents the strongest a priori improbabili- 
ties. Moreover, the doctrine of the author, that resemblances of tradition 
of widely-separated Aryan races are to be referred to the remote prehistoric 
time of their original connection, is not in accordance with the views now 
generally adopted, that diffusion from historical centres has much more to 
do with such similarity. 

It is somewhat surprising that Rydberg should make no allusion to the 
existence of opinions inconsistent with his premises. The distinguished 
editor and student of old Norse literature, Sophus Bugge, in his Studies on 
the origin of Norse legends relative to gods and heroes (Untersokingar, 
etc., Christiania, 188 1), has set forth views altogether inconsistent with those 
of the volume under consideration. While admitting the antiquity of some 
of the mythic characters, he nevertheless considers that the Norse poems 
and sagas, as they now exist, are essentially a work of the Middle Ages, 
produced under the influence of classical literature as well as of Christian 
monasticism. Loki himself, to Rydberg the prehistoric foe of the Asas, to 
Bugge, is neither more nor less than Lucifer written short. The only possi- 
ble explanation of the silence of the author is that he intends to discuss 
these doctrines in the course of his work ; but the translator, one would have 
thought, would have considered an introductory note as essential. 

While, therefore, as will be easily gathered from what has been said, the 
work of Rydberg is not to be regarded as a manual, but rather as setting 
forth individual views, it will present many suggestions to scholars, who will 
read it with profit. 

The translation is admirably done into clear and vigorous English. The 
form, type, and paper of the large volume is charming, and does the greatest 
credit to the taste and judgment of the house of Swan, Sonnenschein & Co., 
distinguished by their activity in publishing works relating to mythology 
and folk-lore. 

W. W.N. 

Die Vereinigten K6nigreiche Kroatien und Slavonien. Geschildert 
von Dr. Friedrich S. Krauss. Wien : Verlag von Karl Graeser. 1889. 
Pp. 143. 

This little book, very recently issued in Vienna, is No. 14 in a series en- 
titled " Die Lander Oesterreich-Ungarns in Wort und Bild." Dr. Krauss 
has divided his volume into three parts, and it is to the latter part particu- 
larly that I would briefly direct the attention of our folk-lorists. The title 
ef this third part is " Cultur und Volksthum," and under this heading the 
industrious author has collected a very considerable number of new and 
interesting items of Croatian and Slavonian folk-lore. Without going into 
detail, these items relate to the following important subjects : — 

I. Folk music, including the words of many folk songs. In addition, Dr. 
Krauss gives the musical annotation of the more interesting. 



